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Books Set In the Future 

 

 

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 
First published 2008 

Could you survive on your own in the wild, with every one out to 

make sure you don't live to see the morning? 
 

In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the nation of 
Panem, a shining Capitol surrounded by twelve outlying districts. The Capitol 

is harsh and cruel and keeps the districts in line by forcing them all to send 
one boy and one girl between the ages of twelve and eighteen to participate 

in the annual Hunger Games, a fight to the death on live TV. 
 

Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen, who lives alone with her mother and 
younger sister, regards it as a death sentence when she steps forward to 

take her sister's place in the Games. But Katniss has been close to dead 
before—and survival, for her, is second nature. Without really meaning to, 

she becomes a contender. But if she is to win, she will have to start making 
choices that weight survival against humanity and life against love. 

Note: This book is available in print, AudioBook on CD, eBook, and 

eAudioBook formats. 

 



 
Fahrenheit 451 By Ray Bradbury 

First published 1953 

Sixty years after its original publication, Ray Bradbury’s 
internationally acclaimed novel Fahrenheit 451 stands as a classic of 
world literature set in a bleak, dystopian future. Today its message 

has grown more relevant than ever before. 
 

Guy Montag is a fireman. His job is to destroy the most illegal of 
commodities, the printed book, along with the houses in which they are 

hidden. Montag never questions the destruction and ruin his actions 
produce, returning each day to his bland life and wife, Mildred, who spends 

all day with her television “family.” But when he meets an eccentric young 
neighbor, Clarisse, who introduces him to a past where people didn’t live in 
fear and to a present where one sees the world through the ideas in books 
instead of the mindless chatter of television, Montag begins to question 
everything he has ever known. 

Note: This book is available in print, AudioBook on CD, eBook, and 
eAudioBook formats. 

 



 

Divergent by Veronice Roth 
First published 2011 

In Beatrice Prior's dystopian Chicago world, society is divided into five 

factions, each dedicated to the cultivation of a particular virtue—Candor (the 

honest), Abnegation (the selfless), Dauntless (the brave), Amity (the 

peaceful), and Erudite (the intelligent). On an appointed day of every year, 

all sixteen-year-olds must select the faction to which they will devote the 

rest of their lives. For Beatrice, the decision is between staying with her 

family and being who she really is—she can't have both. So she makes a 

choice that surprises everyone, including herself. 

 

During the highly competitive initiation that follows, Beatrice renames 

herself Tris and struggles alongside her fellow initiates to live out the choice 

they have made. Together they must undergo extreme physical tests of 

endurance and intense psychological simulations, some with devastating 

consequences. As initiation transforms them all, Tris must determine who 

her friends really are—and where, exactly, a romance with a sometimes 

fascinating, sometimes exasperating boy fits into the life she's chosen. But 

Tris also has a secret, one she's kept hidden from everyone because she's 

been warned it can mean death. And as she discovers unrest and growing 

conflict that threaten to unravel her seemingly perfect society, she also 

learns that her secret might help her save those she loves . . . or it might 

destroy her. 

Note: This book is available in print, Audiobook on CD, eBook, and 

eAudioBook formats. 

 



 

The Giver by Lois Lowry 
First published 1993 

The Giver, the 1994 Newbery Medal winner, has become one of the most 

influential novels of our time. The haunting story centers on twelve-year-old 

Jonas, who lives in a seemingly ideal, if colorless, world of conformity and 

contentment. Not until he is given his life assignment as the Receiver of 

Memory does he begin to understand the dark, complex secrets behind his 

fragile community. This movie tie-in edition features cover art from the 

movie and exclusive Q&A with members of the cast, including Taylor Swift, 

Brenton Thwaites and Cameron Monaghan. 

Note: This book is available in print, AudioBook on Playaway, eBook and 

eAudioBook formats. 

 



 

The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 
First published 1985 

Offred is a Handmaid in the Republic of Gilead. She may leave the home of 

the Commander and his wife once a day to walk to food markets whose 

signs are now pictures instead of words because women are no longer 

allowed to read. She must lie on her back once a month and pray that the 

Commander makes her pregnant, because in an age of declining births, 

Offred and the other Handmaids are valued only if their ovaries are viable. 

Offred can remember the years before, when she lived and made love with 

her husband, Luke; when she played with and protected her daughter; when 

she had a job, money of her own, and access to knowledge. But all of that is 

gone now . . . 

 

Funny, unexpected, horrifying, and altogether convincing, The Handmaid's 

Tale is at once scathing satire, dire warning, and tour de force. 

Note: This book is available in print format through Inter-Library Loan. 

 



 

The Road by Cormac McCarthy 
First published 2006 

A searing, postapocalyptic novel destined to become Cormac McCarthy’s 
masterpiece. 

 

A father and his son walk alone through burned America. Nothing moves in 

the ravaged landscape save the ash on the wind. It is cold enough to crack 

stones, and when the snow falls it is gray. The sky is dark. Their destination 

is the coast, although they don’t know what, if anything, awaits them there. 

They have nothing; just a pistol to defend themselves against the lawless 

bands that stalk the road, the clothes they are wearing, a cart of scavenged 

food—and each other. 

 

The Road is the profoundly moving story of a journey. It boldly imagines a 

future in which no hope remains, but in which the father and his son, “each 
the other’s world entire,” are sustained by love. Awesome in the totality of 
its vision, it is an unflinching meditation on the worst and the best that we 

are capable of: ultimate destructiveness, desperate tenacity, and the 

tenderness that keeps two people alive in the face of total devastation. 

Note: This book is available in print, eBook, and eAudioBook formats. 

 



 

The Maze Runner by James Dashner 
First published 2006 

If you ain’t scared, you ain’t human. 
 

When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his 
name. He’s surrounded by strangers—boys whose memories are also gone. 

 
Nice to meet ya, shank. Welcome to the Glade. 

 
Outside the towering stone walls that surround the Glade is a limitless, ever-

changing maze. It’s the only way out—and no one’s ever made it through 
alive. 

 
Everything is going to change. 

 
Then a girl arrives. The first girl ever. And the message she delivers is 

terrifying. 

 
Remember. Survive. Run. 

 Note: This book is available in print, eBook and eAudiobook formats. 



 

Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel 
First published 2014 

Set in the days of civilization's collapse, Station Eleven tells the story of a 

Hollywood star, his would-be savior, and a nomadic group of actors roaming 

the scattered outposts of the Great Lakes region, risking everything for art 

and humanity. 

 

One snowy night a famous Hollywood actor slumps over and dies onstage 

during a production of King Lear. Hours later, the world as we know it begins 

to dissolve. Moving back and forth in time—from the actor's early days as a 

film star to fifteen years in the future, when a theater troupe known as the 

Traveling Symphony roams the wasteland of what remains—this 

suspenseful, elegiac, spellbinding novel charts the strange twists of fate that 

connect five people: the actor, the man who tried to save him, the actor's 

first wife, his oldest friend, and a young actress with the Traveling 

Symphony, caught in the crosshairs of a dangerous self-proclaimed prophet. 

Note: This book is available in print, eBook and eAudioBook formats. 

 



 

Brave New World by Beatriz Williams, Lauren Aldous Huxley 
First published 1932 

Brave New World is a dystopian novel by English author Aldous Huxley, 

written in 1931 and published in 1932. Largely set in a futuristic World 

State, inhabited by genetically modified citizens and an intelligence-based 

social hierarchy, the novel anticipates huge scientific advancements in 

reproductive technology, sleep-learning, psychological manipulation and 

classical conditioning that are combined to make a dystopian society which is 

challenged by only a single individual: the story's protagonist. 

Note: This book is available in print and eAudioBook formats. 

 



 

The Martian by Mira Jacob 
First published 2011 

Six days ago, astronaut Mark Watney became one of the first people to walk 

on Mars. 

 

Now, he’s sure he’ll be the first person to die there. 
 

After a dust storm nearly kills him and forces his crew to evacuate while 

thinking him dead, Mark finds himself stranded and completely alone with no 

way to even signal Earth that he’s alive—and even if he could get word out, 

his supplies would be gone long before a rescue could arrive. 

 

Chances are, though, he won’t have time to starve to death. The damaged 
machinery, unforgiving environment, or plain-old “human error” are much 
more likely to kill him first. 

 

But Mark isn’t ready to give up yet. Drawing on his ingenuity, his 
engineering skills — and a relentless, dogged refusal to quit — he steadfastly 

confronts one seemingly insurmountable obstacle after the next. Will his 

resourcefulness be enough to overcome the impossible odds against him? 

Note: This book is available in print and eBook formats. 

 


